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Background:  
 
The Langum Charitable Trust is a private operating charitable foundation that awards 
book and media prizes and makes travel to collections grants. David J. Langum Sr. 
founded The Langum Initiative for Historical Literature in 2001, which became the 
Langum Charitable Trust. The Trust seeks to reward and encourage books that make the 
rich history of America, from the Colonial period to the present, accessible to the 
educated general public. One prize is in American historical fiction and another is in 
American legal history. Lastly, the Mallott prize encourages media description and 
recording of local activism. This facilitates the public’s understanding of community 
based social, political, and environmental activism. 
 
Scope and Content:  
 
Correspondence, reports, legal documents, tax information, pamphlets, news clippings. 
Included documents describe the organization of the Langum Charitable Trust (LCT), 
submissions for prizes, selection of winners, winners’ lists, publicity and advertising. 
Also included are Northwestern University vs LCT court case documents, 2008, the 
Malott Estate and probate information, and miscellaneous Adele Malott and Ervin E. 
Malott (Gene Malott) final death documentation 
 
Size: 5 linear feet (5 boxes) 
   
Restrictions: Standard preservation and copyright restrictions.  
 
Guide Prepared By:     
 
 
File Number:   Description: 
 
2170.1.1 LCT – Initial Organization of Langum Project for 

Historical Literature 
 
2170.1.2 LCT – Initial Publicity and Advertising 2001 Langum 

Project for Historical Literature 
 



2170.1.3 LCT 2003 Organization of the Langum Charitable Trust 
 
2170.1.4 LCT 2003 Tax-exempt status – IRS determination 
 
2170.1.5 LCT 2001 Submissions 
 
2170.1.6 LCT 2001 Winner Legal History Prize 
 
2170.1.7 LCT 2002 Submissions 
 
2170.1.8 LCT Prize in Legal History 2002 
 
2170.1.9 LCT 2002 and 2003 Miscellaneous Correspondence 
 
2170.1.10 LCT Submissions for 2003 – both legal history and fiction 
 
2170.1.11 LCT Prize winners for 2003 Historical Fiction and Legal 

History. 
 
2170.1.12 LCT gifts to trust 2003 
 
2170.1.13 LCT McCurdy building office lease 2003+ 
 
2170.1.14 LCT Check stubs 2002-2005 
 
2170.1.15 LCT Trustees meetings 2004-2005 
 
2170.1.16 LCT 990-PF Filings 2003-2005 
 
2170.1.17 LCT Submissions and Deliberations 2004 prizes 
 
2170.1.18 LCT Winners of prizes for 2004 – winners 
 
2170.1.19 LCT General Correspondence 2004 
 
2170.1.20 LCT Publicity in Calendar year 2004 
 
2170.1.21 LCT Website 2004 & 2005 
 
2170.1.22 LCT Submissions Selection Thoughts 2005 
 
2170.1.23 LCT Winners 2005 prize 
 
2170.1.24 LCT Publicity – Calendar 2005 
 
2170.1.25 LCT General Correspondence 2005 



2170.1.26 LCT Submissions 2006 
 
2170.1.27 LCT Winners of 2006 prize 
 
2170.1.28 LCT General Correspondence 2006 
 
2170.1.29 LCT Website and new website 2006 
 
2170.1.30 LCT Travel to collection grants (2) 2006 
 
2170.1.31 LCT 990-PF Filing with IRS 2006 
 
2170.1.32 LCT Publicity Calendar 2006 
 
2170.1.33 LCT Releases and settlement Northwestern University vs 

Langum Charitable Trust – Some Travel Expenses 2006 
 
2170.1.34 LCT Trustees Meeting 2006 
 
2170.1.35 LCT Check Stubs 2006 
 
2170.1.36 2007 Forming the selection committee – American 

Historical Fiction 
 
2170.1.37 2007 Selecting American Historical Fiction Award 

Correspondence with Publishers 
 
2170.1.38 2007 Selection Committee Correspondence 
 
2170.1.39 2007 Awarding the winner Langum Prize in American 

Historical Fiction 
 
2170.1.40 2007 General Correspondence 
 
2170.1.41 2007 Selecting and Awarding Legal History Prize 
 
2170.1.42 2007 Publicity – Both legal history and historical fiction 
 
2170.1.43 Malott Prize Beginnings 2006-2007 
 
2170.1.44 2007 IRS 990-PF Form 
 
2170.1.45 The Langum Charitable Trust Meeting of the Trustees – 

December 19, 2007 
 
2170.2.1 Adele Malott Court Filings for Probate, 2008 



2170.2.2 Adele Malott Estate Contact Numbers 
 
2170.2.3 Adele Malott Probate Correspondence 
 
2170.2.4 Adele Malott Estate Final Illness 
 
2170.2.5 Adele Malott Obituaries 
 
2170.2.6 Adele Malott Probate Distribution of specific requests 
 
2170.2.7 Adele Malott Estate Bank Account 
 
2170.2.8 Adele Malott Estate Schwab Accounts and Miscellaneous 
 
2170.2.9 Adele Malott Probate Bills Paid 
 
2170.2.10 Adele Malott Estate Expenses of Administration 
 
2170.2.11 Adele Malott Estate house in Reno 
 
2170.2.12 Adele Malott Estate Sale of House in Reno 
 
2170.2.13 Adele Malott Estate Income Taxes 
 
2170.2.14 Adele Malott Estate Attorney Fees 
 
2170.2.15 Adele Malott Estate Closing of Estate 
 
2170.2.16 Northwestern University vs. Langum Will Contest 

Pleadings 
 
2170.2.17 Northwestern University vs. Langum Will Contest 

Correspondence 
 
2170.2.18 Northwestern University vs. Langum Will Contest Case 

Conference 
 
2170.2.19 Northwestern University vs. Langum Will Contest 

Dispositions, Evidence, and Exhibits 
 
2170.2.20 Northwestern University vs. Langum Will Contest 

Settlement Conferences 
 
2170.2.21 Northwestern University vs. Langum Will Contest 

Charitable Trust Final Settlement 
 



2170.2.22 Death of Ervin Malott (Gene Malott) 1999 
 
2170.2.23 Adele Malott earlier materials 
 
2170.2.24 Gene Malott earlier materials 
 
2170.3.1 General Correspondence 2008 
 
2170.3.2 990-PF and other tax matters 2008 
 
2170.3.3 Travel to collection grant ABREU. Zina 2008 
 
2170.3.4 Selection the Malott prize winner 2007-2008 
 
2170.3.5 Awarding of Malott prize winners 2007-2008 
 
2170.3.6 Publicity Malott prize for 2007-2008 (includes 2009 dates 

for 2007-2008 prize) 
 
2170.3.7 2009 actual publicity – Malott prize 
 
2170.3.8 Selection legal history prize 2008 
 
2170.3.9 Publicity Langum American legal history 2008 
 
2170.3.10 Legal history prize awarding 2008 
 
2170.3.11 Awarding historical fiction winners 2008 
 
2170.3.12 Selection committee correspondence historical fiction prize 

2008 
 
2170.3.13 Correspondence with publishers – historical fiction prize 

2008 
 
2170.3.14 Publicity American historical fiction 2008 
 
2170.3.15 Random House boycott 2008 
 
2170.3.16 2009 Publicity – generally and by book (see also extensive 

publicity work in 2009 for 2008 Malott prize book – under 
2009 Malott publicity) 

 
2170.3.17 2009 Tax 990-PF and correspondence. 
 
2170.3.18 2009 general correspondence 



 
2170.3.19 2009 Correspondence with publishers 
 
2170.3.20 Awarding the 2009 prize in American historical fiction 
 
2170.3.21 2009 selection of winders American historical fiction 

selection committee correspondence 
 
2170.3.22 2010 general correspondence 
 
2170.3.23 2010 990-PF 
 
2170.3.24 2010 publicity – all books 
 
2170.3.25 2010 Malott prize 2009-2010 selection 
 
2170.3.26 2010 awarding the Malott prize 
 
2170.3.27 2010 selection winners of the American historical fiction 
 
2170.3.28 2010 awarding the legal history prize 
 
2170.3.29 2010 awarding the historical fiction prizes 
 
2170.3.30 2011 publicity generally 
 
2170.3.31 2011 990-PF 
 
2170.3.32 2011 general correspondence #1 
 
2170.3.33 2011 general correspondence #2 
 
2170.3.34 2011 advertising arranged for travel to collections program 
 
2170.3.35 2011 selecting the historical fiction project winner 
 
2170.3.36 2011 awarding Langum legal history/biography prize 
 
2170.3.37 2011 awarding shortlist and winners historical fiction prize 
 
2170.3.38 2012 990-PF return 
 
2170.3.39 2012 general correspondence 
 
2170.3.40 2012 travel to collection grant – Reese 
 



2170.3.41 2012 selecting and awarding winner of 2010-2012 Malott 
prize recording community activism 

 
 
2170.3.42 2012 selection committee notes for American historical 

fiction prize 
 
2170.3.43 2012 awarding Langum prizes in American legal 

history/biography 
 
2170.3.44 2012 awarding the Langum prizes in American historical 

fiction 
 
2170.3.45 2013 990-PF 
 
2170.3.46 2013 awarding the Langum prizes in American legal 

history 
 
2170.3.47 2013 miscellaneous correspondence 
 
2170.3.48 2013 kidnapping of Langum trust email account 10/8/2013 
 
2170.3.49 2013 correspondence selection committee, selecting 

historical fiction prize – first half year, 2013 
 
2170.3.50 2013 correspondence selection committee, selecting 

historical fiction prize – second half year, 2013 
 
2170.3.51 2013 awarding the Langum historical fiction prizes 
 
2170.3.52 2013 2nd Random House boycott (Paula Deen) – Criticism 

of boycott – reversal 
 
2170.4.1 2014 990 PF form 
 
2170.4.2 2014 selection committee correspondence – historical 

fiction prize, Jan-March 
 
2170.4.3 2014 selection committee correspondence – historical 

fiction prize, April – June 
 
2170.4.4 2014 selection committee correspondence – historical 

fiction prize, July – Sept. 
 
2170.4.5 2014 selection committee correspondence – historical 

fiction prize, Oct. – Dec. 



2170.4.6 2014 awarding Langum historical fiction prize 
 
2170.4.7 2014 Langum prize in American legal history 
 
2170.4.8 2013-2014 Malott prize 
 
2170.4.9 2014 general correspondence 
 
2170.4.10 2014 guidelines adopted for American historical fiction 

prize 
 
2170.4.11 2014 hiring a reader, Natalia Holtzman 
 
2170.4.12 2014 Trustee’s meeting 5/12/2014 Chicago 
 
2170.4.13 2015 990 PF form 
 
2170.4.14 2015 selection committee correspondence – historical 

fiction prize, Jan – Mar 
 
2170.4.15 2015 selection committee correspondence – historical 

fiction prize, April – June 
 
2170.4.16 2015 selection committee correspondence – historical 

fiction prize, July – Sept. 
 
2170.4.17 2015 selection committee correspondence – historical 

fiction prize, Oct. – Dec. 
 
2170.4.18 2015 awarding the Langum historical fiction prize 
 
2170.4.19 2015 Langum prize in American legal history 
 
2170.4.20 2015 general correspondence 
 
2170.5.1 General Correspondence 2012-2014  
 
2170.5.2 2015 Selection Committee Historical Fiction 

Correspondence 
 
2170.5.3 2015 Historical Novel Society 
 
2170.5.4 2016 IRS 990PF 
 
2170.5.5 Publicist (2016) 
 



2170.5.6 2016 Malott Prize 
 
2170.5.7 2016 American Legal History Prize 
 
2170.5.8 2016 Langum Charitable Trust Foundation Trustee Meeting 
 
2170.5.9 2016 Correspondence with Social Media Coordinator 
 
2170.5.10 General Correspondence and expenses (2016) 
 
2170.5.11 Final Selection of Historical Fiction Prize Winners (2016) 
 
2170.5.12 American Historical Fiction Book evaluations (Jan-June 

2016) 
 
2170.5.13 American Historical Fiction Book evaluations (July-Dec 

2016) 
 
2170.5.14 Correspondence of Website Redesign (2016) 
 
2170.5.15 Correspondence of Website Redesign (2016) 
 
2170.5.16 Correspondence of Website Redesign (2016) 
 
2170.5.17 Correspondence of Website Redesign (2016) 
 
2170.5.18 2017 990PF IRS form and correspondence 
 
2170.5.19 Publicity (2017) 
 
2170.5.20 Langum Prize in American Historical Fiction (2017) 
 
2170.5.21 Malott Prize (2017) 
 
2170.5.22 American Legal History Prize (2017) 
 
2170.5.23 2017 Langum Charitable Trust Foundation Trustee Meeting 
 
2170.5.24 American Historical Fiction Book evaluations (2017) 
 
2170.5.25 General Correspondence (2017) 
 
2170.5.26 2018 990PF IRS form and correspondence 
 
2170.5.27 2018 Langum Charitable Trust Foundation Trustee Meeting 
 



2170.5.28 Langum Trust Name Amendment (2018) 
 
2170.5.29 Langum Trust Investment Documents (2018) 
 
2170.5.30 General Correspondence (2018; sent) 
 
2170.5.31 General Correspondence (2018; received) 
 
2170.5.32 Langum Prize in American Historical Fiction (2018) 
 
2170.5.33 2019 990PF IRS form and correspondence 
 
2170.5.34 2019 Investment Documents 
 
2170.5.35 2019 American Legal History Prize 
 
2170.5.36 2020 Investment Documents and Financials 
 
2170.5.37 2019-2022 General Correspondence 
 
2170.5.38 2020 990PF IRS form and correspondence 
 
2170.5.39 2020 Langum Charitable Trust Foundation Trustee Meeting 
 
2170.5.40 2021 990PF IRS form 
 
2170.5.41 2021 Committee Report and Board Meeting Minutes 
 
2170.5.42 2021-2022 Financials 
 
2170.5.43 2022 Prize Selection Reports and Submissions 


	Records

