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Background: Shelby Iron Company dates back to 1842, when Horace Ware purchased 

the property and built a cold blast iron furnace.  The furnace was able to produce 5 tons 

of iron a day. The company grew as the Civil War brought the need for iron plating to be 

used on the CSS Tennessee, CSS Huntsville, and CSS Tuscaloosa.   

 

The Iron Company was connected to the nearby town of Columbiana by the Shelby Iron 

Company Railroad, where cannon and shells were produced by the Churchill and Sons 

Company. 

 

On March 31, 1865 a detachment of Emory Upton’s division of Wilson's Raiders 

destroyed the plant. It was later rebuilt in 1868 and made primarily railroad car wheels.  

A larger stack furnace was constructed in 1875, and was able to produce a capacity of 75 

tons a day.  A second furnace was added in 1889.   

 

By 1923 the Shelby Iron Company had reached the end of its days.  During its prime, the 

iron company boasted of the largest charcoal blast furnace in the United States.  It was 

known as the "Queen of American Charcoal Iron Furnaces." 

 

Scope and Content:  This collection contains, primarily, correspondence from the 1880s, 

as well as some financial documents. There is a newspaper clipping file.  

 

Related Collections:  

  Bessemer Coal, Iron and Land Company 

  New Castle Coal And Iron Company 

  Sloss-Sheffield Steel and Iron Company 

  Woodward Iron Company 

 

Subject Areas: 

  Shelby Iron Company 

  Iron furnaces--Alabama—Shelby 

   

 

Size: 2 boxes 

 

Source: Purchased 
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File Number:   Description: 

 

226.1.1 Correspondence/Receipt, January 21, 1871 to September 

28, 1871. 

 

226.1.2 Correspondence, February 21, 1880. 

 

226.1.3 Correspondence, May 27, 1880. 

 

226.1.4 Correspondence, January 6, 1880 - January 28, 1880. 

 

226.1.5 Correspondence, February 3, 1880 - February 26, 1880. 

 

226.1.6 Correspondence, March 2, 1880 - March 29, 1880. 

226.1.7 Correspondence, April 3, 1880 - April 19, 1880. 

 

226.1.8 Correspondence, May 3, 1880 - May 20, 1880. 

 

226.1.9 Correspondence, June 1, 1880 - June 27, 1880. 

 

226.1.10 Correspondence, January 8, 1883. 

 

226.1.11 Correspondence, July 27, 1883. 

 

226.1.12 Correspondence, August 1, 1883. 

 

226.1.13 Correspondence, August 2, 1883. 

 

226.1.14 Correspondence, August 3, 1883.   

 

226.1.15 Correspondence, August 4, 1883. 

 

226.1.16 Correspondence, August 5, 1883.  

 

226.1.17 Correspondence, August 6, 1883. 

 

226.1.18 Correspondence, August 7, 1883. 

 

226.1.19 Correspondence, August 8, 1883.  

 

226.1.20 Correspondence, August 9, 1883. 

 



226.1.21 Correspondence, August 10, 1883. 

 

226.1.22 Correspondence, August 11, 1883. 

 

226.1.23 Correspondence, August 13, 1883.  

 

226.1.24  Correspondence, August 14, 1883.  

 

226.1.25 Correspondence, August 15, 1883. 

 

226.1.26 Correspondence, August 16, 1883. 

 

226.1.27 Correspondence, August 18, 1883. 

 

226.1.28 Correspondence, August 20, 1883. 

 

226.1.29 Correspondence, August 21, 1883. 

 

226.1.30 Correspondence, August 22, 1883. 

 

226.1.31 Correspondence, August 23, 1883. 

 

226.1.32 Correspondence, August 24, 1883. 

 

226.1.33 Correspondence, August 25, 1883. 

 

226.1.34 Correspondence, August 26, 1883. 

 

226.1.35 Correspondence, August 27, 1883. 

 

226.1.36 Correspondence, August 28, 1883. 

 

226.1.37 Correspondence, August 29, 1883. 

 

226.1.38 Correspondence, August 30, 1883. 

 

226.1.39 Correspondence, August 31, 1883. 

 

226.1.40 Correspondence, October 1, 1883. 

 

226.1.41 Correspondence, October 2, 1883. 

 

226.1.42 Correspondence, October 3, 1883. 

 

226.1.43 Correspondence, October 4, 1883. 

 



226.1.44 Correspondence, October 5, 1883. 

 

226.1.45 Correspondence, October 6, 1883. 

 

226.1.46 Correspondence, October 7, 1883. 

 

226.1.47 Correspondence, October 8, 1883.  

 

226.1.48 Correspondence, October 9, 1883. 

 

226.1.49 Correspondence, October 10, 1883. 

 

226.1.50 Correspondence, October 11, 1883. 

 

226.1.51 Correspondence, October 17, 1883. 

  

226.1.52 Correspondence, October 13, 1883. 

 

226.1.53 Correspondence, October 15, 1883. 

 

226.1.54 Correspondence, October 16, 1883. 

 

226.1.55 Correspondence, October 17, 1883. 

 

226.1.56 Correspondence, October 18, 1883. 

 

226.1.57 Correspondence, October 19, 1883. 

 

226.1.58 Correspondence, October 20, 1883. 

 

226.1.59 Correspondence, October 22, 1883. 

 

226.1.60 Correspondence, October 23, 1883. 

 

226.1.61 Correspondence, October 24, 1883. 

 

226.1.62 Correspondence, October 25, 1883. 

 

226.1.63 Correspondence, October 26, 1883. 

 

226.1.64 Correspondence, October 27, 1883. 

 

226.1.65 Correspondence, October 29, 1883. 

 

226.1.66 Correspondence, October 30, 1883. 

 



226.1.67 Correspondence, October 31, 1883. 

 

226.1.68 Correspondence, undated. 

 

226.2.69 Financial/Check, September 3, 1868. 

 

226.2.70 Financial/Checks, July 8, 1869 - August 21, 1869. 

 

226.2.71 Financial/Checks, April 30, 1870 - November 20, 1870. 

 

226.2.72 Financial/Check, December 26, 1873. 

 

226.2.73 Financial/Checks, January 30, 1874 - April 15, 1874. 

 

226.2.74 Financial/Checks, January 8, 1875 - September 22, 1875. 

 

226.2.75 Financial/Checks, January 17, 1876 - November 23, 1876. 

 

226.2.76 Financial/Checks, February 8, 1877 - December 5, 1877. 

 

226.2.77 Financial/Checks, January 22, 1878 - December 28, 1878. 

 

226.2.78 Financial/Checks, January 2, 1879 - December 15, 1879. 

 

226.2.79 Financial/Checks, January 23, 1880 - March 16, 1880. 

 

226.2.80 Financial, April 24, 1880. 

 

226.2.81 Financial/Checks, January 25, 1881 - December 12, 1881. 

 

226.2.82 Financial/Checks, January 2, 1882 - October 6, 1882. 

 

226.2.83 Financial/Checks, January 2, 1883 - June 22, 1883. 

 

226.2.84 Financial, May 21, 1883. 

 

226.2.85 Financial, August 4, 1883 - August 30, 1883. 

 

226.2.86 Financial, August 13, 1883. 

 

226.2.87 Financial, September 3, 1883 - September 29, 1883. 

 

226.2.88 Financial, October 1, 1883. 

 

226.2.89 Financial, March 6, 1891. 

 



226.2.90 Financial, December 2, 1895 - July 8, 1896. 

 

226.2.91 Financial/Checks, October 20, 1899 - December 26, 1899. 

 

226.2.92 Financial/Checks, January 31, 1900 - December 8, 1900. 

 

226.2.93 Financial/Checks, January 8, 1901 - December 11, 1901. 

 

226.2.94 Financial/Checks, undated. 

 

226.2.95 Newspaper file, April 16-17, 1974. 

 

226.2.96 Miscellaneous, undated. 

  

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


