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Background: 

 

 Eleazor C. Overton, a local optometrist and native of Birmingham, was elected to 

the Council of the City of Birmingham on April 23, 1963.Since Councilman Overton's 

first two-year term, he has been reelected to four consecutive four-year terms. Only Nina 

Miglionico has tenure of the Council as long as Overton's. Councilman Overton was, in 

1965, instrumental in the founding of the Jefferson County Commission on Economic 

Opportunity and the Office of Economic Opportunity. He has served as vice-president of 

both organizations. During Overton's years in office, he has chaired several major 

Council committees and served on many others as a member. Listed at the end of the 

introduction is a chronology of Overton's activities of the Council committees. 

 In the years 1966 through 1969, the Councilman was instrumental in the 

establishment of the School of Optometry in the University of Alabama at Birmingham. 

Overton presently maintains an affiliation with the University as a supporter of the 

academic program. 

 Overton's long-term service on the Council and his involvement, as a 

Councilman, with and knowledge of a wide range of urban problems are reflected in his 

official files, a description follows.  

 

Scope and Content: 

 

 The Eleazor C. Overton Papers contain Overton’s official files and consist largely 

of correspondence, pamphlets, reports, and miscellaneous studies relating to the 

governance of the City of Birmingham and to Councilman Overton's role in such (see 

chronology of the Councilman's principal committee assignments). The years covered are 

1963 and after 1966. This material only comprises two percent of the total body of 

papers. 

 The Overton papers reflect the organizational and functional structure of 

municipal government, to the political workings of the City Council and the political 

influence of Councilman Overton and other Council members. 

 These papers cover a wide variety of topics. The subjects range from Building 

Codes to Public Safety, from Aviation to Health, Education and Welfare. They contain 

extensive information on public safety, public improvements, taxation and municipal 

finances; and, they provide an account of Birmingham's growth from 1963 through 1966. 

 



 Councilman Overton's files presently cover only a portion of his long-term service 

on the Council; future deposits are expected.  
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Contents:      Begins File: 

 

Correspondence     267.1.1 

Pamphlets and Reports     267.7.1  

 

 

File Number:   Description: 

 

     Correspondence 

 

267.1.1   Alabama League of Municipalities (142 pages). 

 

267.1.2   Alabama State Fair (137 pages). 

 

267.1.3   Arlington Shrine (18 pages). 

 

267.1.4   Aviation (176 pages). 

 

267.1.5   Aviation Resolutions (45 pages). 

 

267.1.6   Birmingham Symphony (131 pages). 

 

267.1.7   Bond Issue (33 pages). 

 

267.1.8   Blue Law Ordinance (12 pages). 

 

267.1.9   CATV Systems (34 pages). 



 

267.1.10   Citizens Complaints (77 pages). 

 

267.1.11   City of Birmingham Public Relations (119 pages). 

 

267.1.12   Civic Center (77 pages). 

 

267.1.13   Civil Defense (113 pages). 

 

267.1.14   Community Affairs Committee (98 pages). 

 

267.1.15   Economic Development Board and Committee Meetings of  

    the Jefferson County Committee of Economic Develop- 

    ment (63 pages). 

 

267.1.16   Economic Development Industrial Expansion (150 pages). 

 

267.1.17   Economic Development Industrial Expansion (121 pages). 

 

267.1.18   Economic Development Industrial Development Board and 

    Committee Meetings (88 leaves). 

 

267.1.19   Economic Development Industrial Public Relations (137  

    pages). 

 

267.1.20   Editorials Radio and Television (45 pages). 

 

267.1.21   Editorials Radio and Television (55 pages). 

 

267.1.22   Editorials Radio and Television (50 pages). 

 

267.2.1   Editorials Radio and Television (75 pages). 

 

267.2.2   Editorials Radio and Television (66 pages). 

 

267.2.3   Editorials Radio and Television (78 pages). 

 

267.2.4   Editorials Radio and Television (63 pages). 

 

267.2.5   Editorials Radio and Television (104 pages). 

 

267.2.6   Editorials Radio and Television (22 pages). 

 

267.2.7   Education (144 pages). 

 

267.2.8   Education (92 pages). 



 

267.2.9   Education (89 pages). 

 

267.2.10   Education Public Relations (210 pages). 

 

267.2.11   Employee Relations Municipal Workers (30 pages). 

 

267.2.12   Finance Annexation and Revenues (107 pages). 

 

267.2.13   Finance Annexation and Revenues (162 pages). 

 

267.2.14   Finance Annexation and Revenues (163 pages). 

 

267.2.15   Finance Budget Requests (227 pages). 

 

267.2.16   Finance (126 pages). 

 

267.2.17   Finance (52 pages). 

 

267.2.18   Finance (92 pages). 

 

267.3.1   Finance Sales Tax (52 pages). 

 

267.3.2   Finance Sales Tax (23 pages). 

 

267.3.3   Finance Sales Tax (157 pages). 

 

267.3.4   Finance Sales Tax (124 pages). 

 

267.3.5   Finance Sales Tax (68 pages). 

 

267.3.6   Fire Department (101 pages). 

 

267.3.7   Drinking Water Fluoridation (94 pages). 

 

267.3.8   Drinking Water Fluoridation ((150 pages). 

 

267.3.9    Government Reorganization Administrative and  

    Organization  (105 pages). 

 

267.3.10   Government Reorganization Administrative and Functional  

    Organization (86 pages). 

 

267.3.11   Government Reorganization Administrative and Functional  

    Organization (129 pages). 

 



267.3.12   Government Reorganization Administrative and Functional 

    Organization (129 pages). 

 

267.3.13   Health (271 pages). 

 

267.3.14   Health (232 pages). 

 

267.3.15   Health (117 pages). 

 

267.3.16   Health Ambulance Service (98 pages). 

 

267.3.17   Housing and Urban Development (67 pages). 

 

267.3.18   Housing and Urban Development (157 pages). 

 

267.4.1   Human Rights Violations Documentations (54 pages). 

 

267.4.2   Invitations Speaking Engagements and Statements (165  

    pages). 

 

267.4.3   Invitations Speaking Engagements and Statements (85  

    pages). 

 

267.4.4   Jefferson County Legislative Committee (103 pages). 

 

267.4.5   Legislative Matters Employee Relations (62 pages). 

 

267.4.6   Legislative Matters Government Reorganization (60 

    pages). 

 

267.4.7   Legislative Matters Public Transportation (102 pages). 

 

267.4.8   Legislative Matters Taxes (163 pages). 

 

267.4.9   Miscellaneous (59 pages). 

 

267.4.10   Miscellaneous (142 pages). 

 

267.4.11   Movie Review Board (9 pages). 

 

267.4.12   Municipal Bond Issue McElwain School (29 pages). 

 

267.4.13   Municipal Courts (38 pages). 

 

267.4.14   Municipal and Regional Planning (94 pages). 

 



267.4.15   Municipal and Regional Planning Birmingham-Jefferson  

    County Regional Planning Commission (73 pages). 

 

267.4.16   Municipal and Regional Planning (118 pages). 

 

267.4.17   Municipal and Regional Planning (89 pages). 

 

267.4.18   Newspaper Clippings Birmingham Downtown 

    Improvement  Association (13 pages). 

 

267.4.19   Newspaper Clippings (51 pages). 

 

267.4.20   Obscene Literature Regulation (51 pages). 

 

267.4.21   Operation New Birmingham (47 pages). 

 

267.4.22   Parks and Recreation (48 pages). 

 

267.4.23   Parks and Recreation (30 pages). 

 

267.5.1   Parks and Recreation (68 pages). 

 

267.5.2   Political Appointments (181 pages). 

 

267.5.3   Political Appointments (47 pages). 

 

267.5.4   Public Improvements (163 pages). 

 

267.5.5   Public Improvements (246 pages). 

 

267.5.6   Public Improvements (163 pages). 

 

267.5.7   Public Improvements (130 pages). 

 

267.5.8   Public Improvements (144 pages). 

 

267.5.9   Public Improvements (130 pages). 

 

267.5.10   Public Improvements (132 pages). 

 

267.5.11   Public Improvements Brother Bryan Statue (26 pages). 

 

267.5.12   Public Improvements (37 pages). 

 

267.5.13   Public Safety (66 pages). 

 



267.5.14   Public Safety (159 pages). 

 

267.5.15   Public Safety (88 pages). 

 

267.5.16   Public Safety (109 pages). 

 

267.6.1   Public Safety (151 pages). 

 

267.6.2   Public Safety (87 pages). 

 

267.6.3   Public Safety (148 pages). 

 

267.6.4   Public Safety (134 pages). 

 

267.6.5   Public Safety (158 pages). 

 

267.6.6   Public Safety (61 pages). 

 

267.6.7   Public Safety (135 pages). 

 

267.6.8   Public Safety (107 pages). 

 

267.6.9   Public Transportation (166 pages). 

 

267.6.10   Public Transportation (122 pages). 

 

267.6.11   Public Transportation Weekly Newspaper Passenger 

    Transport (72 pages). 

 

267.6.12   Public Transportation (55 pages). 

 

267.6.13   Public Transportation Parking (145 pages). 

 

267.6.14   Public Transportation Traffic (75 pages). 

 

267.6.15   Race Relations (175 pages). 

 

267.6.16   Race Relations (116 pages). 

 

267.6.17   Taxi Cab Operations (50 pages). 

 

267.6.18   Water Works Board (50 pages). 

 

    Pamphlets and Reports 

 

267.7.1   Budget Summaries of the City of Birmingham, 1965  



to 1966. 

 

267.7.2   Education, 1964 to 1967. 

 

267.7.3   Fire Protection, 1965. 

 

267.7.4   Fire Protection, 1965 to 1966. 

 

267.7.5   Health Services, 1958 to 1966. 

 

267.7.6   Health Services, 1963 to 1966. 

 

267.7.7   Housing, 1965 to 1967. 

 

267.7.8   Industrial Public Relations, 1963 to 1965. 

 

267.7.9   Jefferson County Personnel Board, 1965 to 1967. 

 

267.7.10   Miscellaneous Reading, 1963 to 1967. 

 

267.7.11   Miscellaneous Reading, 1963 to 1967. 

 

267.7.12   Municipal Courts, 1964 to 1967. 

 

267.8.1   Other Cities, 1963 to 1964. 

 

267.8.2   Other Cities, 1965 to 1967. 

 

267.8.3   Municipal and Regional Planning, 1960 to 1962. 

 

267.8.4   Municipal and Regional Planning, 1961 to 1963. 

 

267.8.5   Municipal and Regional Planning, 1965 to 1966. 

 

267.8.6   Municipal and Regional Planning, 1966 to 1967. 

 

267.8.7   Police Affairs, 1962 to 1966. 

 

267.8.8   Public Transportation, 1965 to 1967. 

 

267.8.9   Taxes, 1963 to 1966. 

 

267.8.10   Water Works Board, 1953 to 1966. 

 

267.8.11   Water Works Board, 1967. 

    



     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


